Week 1 – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD

LEADERS’ NEWS
DATES TO REMEMBER
Term Dates 2016
Term 1 – 1 Feb – 15 Apr
Term 2 – 2 May– 8 July
Term 3 – 25 Jul – 30 Sep
Term 4 – 17 Oct – 16 Dec

Welcome back to the new school year.
I hope you had a fun and relaxing break during the festive
season.
Welcome to the following students and their families:
Aaron A
Emily B
Kyla B
Abbey B
Clara B
Elia B
Anika B
Keellie B
Tyzana B
Olive C
Lucas C
Jordan C
Emma D
Lamees F
Campbell G
Kaylee G

Eden G
Jordan G
Alina G
Chloe G
Indi H
Angelina H
Asha I
Alishba J
Aadil J
Ida J
Harrison J
Piper K
Eloise K
Leo K
Micah L
Kaija L

Stella M
Mhica M
Jaimi M
Emma M
Curtis M
Amaya N
Sophie N
April N
Aafrin N
Stephanie N
Kobe O
Annika P
Leo R
Aldin R
Shiwa R
Priya S

Finn SB
Millie SB
Isabel S
Tegan S
Evie S
Claire S
Christos T
Edourdos T
Dwayne T
Ayaan T
Declan V
Amber W
Morgan W
Ryan W
Ali Y
Fauzi Y

FEB
10
19
25
29 Mon
29 – 2
2 –4
MAR
2 Wed
4 Fri
14 Mon
16-18
24 Thur
25 Fri
28 Mon
29 Tues

Acquaintance Night from from 5.30pm (details
further in this newsletter)
Whole school Assembly – 2.15pm UP Hosting
5:30pm - Finance Meeting
7pm - Annual General Meeting
Rms 4, 15 & 16 to Arbury Camp (Yrs 3-5)
Rms 5, 6 & 7 to Arbury Camp (Yrs 3-5)
9.15am - Principal’s Tour
SAPSASA Swimming
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Year 6-7 camp (Rms 13 & 14)
SPORTS DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
PUPIL FREE DAY
CHECK OUT OUR SCHOOL APP INFO

We have a few staffing changes this year. Helena Lambrinos (Year 3 students in room 7) and Alex Hatzi (Year 1 & 2
in room 10) have joined us once again and Jordan Wallis (Reception in room 19) was made permanent at the end of
2015. Toni Hall has re-joined us after two terms spent teaching overseas and Charlotte Gilmore has married and is
now Charlotte Candlish.
Glenys DeWit has reduced her hours this year and is working on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Jen
Goodman, the OSHC Finance Officer is picking up Glenys’s Mondays and Tuesdays so you may see Jen at the
cashier desk if you make payments on those days.
Many of our Greek families will be thrilled to hear the exciting news that due to political intervention our Greek First
Language Maintenance has been reinstated for 2016 and will gradually be phased out by 2019. Our Hindi classes
were not reinstated but we are hopeful that some funding may be made available for this program.
We trust that children will have a very positive start to the year. Teachers will initially focus on developing a safe and
rigorous learning environment and in order for this to happen, democratic relationships and a sense of community will
be established and developed within classrooms. The school values underpin much of this work as does a focus on
developing our children as powerful and expert learners. Your child will feel stretched at times, this simply means they
are engaging with new and unfamiliar ideas, hence they are learning. They will learn that persistence pays off, that
mistakes are the brains way of learning and that they need to exercise their brain to improve their thinking and abilities.
This idea is called ‘growth mindset’ and stems from recent brain research that says that intelligence is not fixed, it
develops with active learning and persistence.
th

Be sure to mark Acquaintance Night in your diaries. It will be held on Wednesday, 10 February. Please see details
of the schedule later in this newsletter.

On a personal note, over the holidays I came to a momentous decision. I am taking leave in term 2 and my intention is
to continue this leave and officially retire at the end of the year. I have thought long and hard about this decision and
know that I leave the school in an extremely healthy state, in fact, we are at the cutting edge of education in many
areas and are moving from strength to strength. We are described as a high performing school and have gained
popularity over the past few years which necessitated restrictions of enrolments from outside our immediate area. Our
staff are dedicated, friendly and highly professional and our facilities are in peak condition.
I shall miss the school community and feel great satisfaction that I have worked in such a rewarding career that I love
for over 40 years. It is a real honour to have so much influence over the lives of so many children and to influence the
professional growth of many teachers.
Kathy will likely act as principal until the end of the year and School Council will be involved in the selection process for
a new principal for the following year.
Suzanne
th

Acquaintance Night 2016 – 10 February
th
You are invited to attend Acquaintance Night on 10 February 2016. This is a good opportunity to see your child’s
class setting, hear about the coming year’s events, discover the learning focus of the Professional Leaning Teams
(PLTs or year level groups) and generally get to know your child’s teacher a little better.
WHO
WHEN
WHAT / WHERE
WHAT HAPPENS FOR STUDENTS
Reception / Year 1
5:30 – 6:00
Teacher chats in your child’s Students will be supervised on the play
classroom
equipment until 7:15. After this time all
Rooms 18, 19, 20
students will be taken to the Resource
Centre and supervised inside until
Yr 1 & 2
6:00 – 6:15
Presentation in the Hall
6:15 – 6:45
Teacher chats in your child’s collected by parents.
Rooms 8, 9, 10, 11
classroom
Middle Primary
6:45 – 7:15
Teacher chats in your child’s
NB: In some year levels, teachers will
classroom
instruct students about whether they
Rooms 4, 5, 6, 7, 15 & 16
7:15 – 7:30
Presentation in the Hall
are required to attend the classroom
Upper Primary
7:30 – 7:45
Presentation in the Hall
7:45 – 8:15
Teacher chats in your child’s session.
Rooms 13 & 14
classroom
Please note that we have taken your feedback from 2015 Acquaintance Night and tried to separate the year
level information sessions to enable you to visit each of your children’s teachers.
What Are Professional Learning Teams (PLTs)?
The school is divided into teaching teams that teach children of a similar age group. These teaching teams plan
together and learn with, and from each other. They have a similar philosophy, and agreed approaches and outcomes
for teaching and learning. The experiences of a child in one class are very similar to those of a child in another class
within the PLT. The following statements were developed by the PLTs represent their philosophy and methods:
Receptions
The reception team share a child-centred philosophy where the children have ownership of their learning through joint
construction with teachers (asking questions, making observations, brainstorming). It is important to acknowledge the
developmental stage of children at this age level including their; sensory, physical, emotional, cognitive and social
needs. The Walker Learning Approach, an evidence based pedagogy, compliments our professional practice as
children are encouraged to cultivate curiosity, explore, examine, discuss and reflect to foster a love of on-going
learning.
Year 1/2
Our team of year 1 and 2 teachers are committed to fostering children’s interests to support classroom engagement.
Our aim is to encourage and support students in becoming independent and powerful learners by promoting
perseverance, resilience and creativity. To empower students to achieve their personal best we provide a differentiated
learning curriculum encompassing communication, collaboration and critical thinking. We provide a hands-on learning
environment to stimulate student’s global curiosity and provide a variety of modes for students to represent their
understanding.
Year 3/4/5
In the middle primary we develop expert and powerful learners through a rigorous and challenging program which
provides opportunities for deeper learning. We develop persistence and resilience within the children as they
understand that learning is continuous and challenging. We celebrate challenges, failures and other opportunities to
grow and learn. Children learn that learning can be difficult but is worthwhile. We are developing independent
learners but combine this with the explicit teaching of skills, strategies and concepts to help them navigate new
learning independently.
In the middle primary children are taught to work effectively in teams where everyone is an active contributor. We
encourage children to be brave in their learning and take risks. We provide different learning experiences and
methods to cater for the different styles of learners. We are developing critical thinkers who question and seek
evidence or proof when learning.
We give students the skills and opportunities which gives them the confidence in themselves that they are successful
learners.

Senior students at EPS generate and are confident and responsible for their personal learning pathways. Our
students are actively engaged and proactive in independently and collaboratively engineering solutions to solve
authentic problems and effectively communicate their learning in a global community.
They can justify their thinking and seek ways to continually challenge themselves to develop deeper understandings.
They are to be persistent and resilient in learning across the curriculum in academic and social situations tailored to
their personal stages of social and emotional development.
They engage with multi levelled learning experiences, in order to prepare themselves for an undefined future.

DCSI CHECKS FOR VOLUNTEERS – RECENT CHANGES
Although Criminal History Screening has been modified, some volunteers in public schools STILL must have a current
relevant history screening clearance. It depends on your role and your interactions with children. Camps, coaches and
Council members require a clearance. Please enquire at the Front Office if you think you may need a form. Parent
volunteers in classrooms or on excursions no longer require a screening check.

Exciting Way to Connect – Skoolbag App
DON’T MISS OUT ON SOMETHING……SIMPLE AND GREAT WAY TO BE IN TOUCH…….please read on.
The Skoolbag App is able to give you instant notifications and is an easy means of accessing our regular newsletters.
The Smartphones App, for both Android, iPhones and now Windows 8.1 and Windows 10 see below. The app is able
to push out urgent messages and reminders and connect with our website and newsletter.
The App can be downloaded from the App store (iphones) Google store (android) and Windows store (Win8.1 phones)
App store and Google store are listed under the school name. See note below about Windows phones. This App is
free to parents, the school pays to set up and maintain the App.
When installing, please make sure you allow push notifications because this enables us to get messages to you in
the fastest way possible.
Should you have difficulties accessing the App please talk with our Front Office staff.
NEW Skoolbag is now available for Windows 8.1 phones or Windows 10 tablets/laptop. Look up Skoolbag in the
Windows store and install it. Once installed you can find the school Edwardstown Primary, then pin it to your home
screen

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS FORM
Name:

email address:

PLEASE RETURN TO THE FRONT OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
OUR SCHOOL WEB ADDRESS IS: www.edwardps.sa.edu.au Our school newsletters are always available on this website

PARENT FEEDBACK
I WANT TO KNOW….
Your views are important to us! Please send an email to Suzanne.Clark516@schools.sa.edu.au to ensure that we understand your
views.

SCHOOL FEES 2016
The Material & Services fee, agreed and approved for 2016, is $360 per student for the year. The invoice for school fees will
be sent home via students during the next 2 weeks. We ask that payment be made at your earliest convenience but certainly
before the end of this term (April 16th). If you wish to negotiate an alternative payment plan please make a time to meet with
the Finance Officer, Glenys de Wit or Jen Goodman
The results of the parent poll, late last year, was
PAYMENT OF ALL SCHOOL INVOICES CAN BE
a conclusive YES. There were 43 votes for and
PAID VIA OUR WEBSITE. BIZGATE is available to
12 votes against. This now means that the full
pay school monies as well as OSHC/VAC CARE.
amount of $360 is legally recoverable.
Our web site is… http://www.edwardps.sa.edu.au
The excursion levy for 2016 remains at $60 and will also be
See Glenys if you have problems using this system.
Invoiced along with school fees.
School Card
Do you think you may qualify?
Please pop into the front office and pick up an application form.

WALKING SCHOOL BUS
Welcome back everybody! Hope you all had a lovely break. Walking school bus routes will resume next
week hopefully, you may want to make contact with your driver if you need to check details. If anyone
would like to join any of our Walking School Bus routes please pop in to the front office and we can let you
know what you need to do. Thank you, have fun walking to school!

2016 MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL TUITION
GUITAR AND KEYBOARD
Guitar and keyboard tutor, Ruth England will be providing a high standard of tuition at a very economical rate. Check
your child’s bag for information.
STRING INSTRUMENTS (VIOLIN, VIOLA AND CELLO)
Year 3-7 - tuition will continue in 2016. Information will be sent home soon.

2017 MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP – IMMANUEL COLLEGE
I have received information from the Director of Music at Immanuel College, offering Music scholarships to
NEW Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students in 2017 who “demonstrate outstanding music skills and/or potential in
Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Brass, Woodwind, Percussion, Piano or Voice”.
“Awarding of a scholarship provides percentage remission for tuition fees for the duration of the
student’s enrolment subject to satisfactory progress each year. There is no minimum performance
standard for entry.”
Applications close on Friday, 5th February, 2016.
Please see Joy Groves for more detailed information and / or application forms.
Joy Groves - EPS Performing Arts Teacher

2015 YEAR BOOK
There are still copies of our Year Book from last year available from the Front Office for $20 if you would like to
purchase one. Don’t miss out on a great keepsake.

SPORT NEWS
PLEASE NOMINATE
Please ensure that you fill in your nomination form and return to the office. By doing this it gives you the best
chance of being in a team and it gives us the best chance of filling as many teams as we can so that everyone
wishing to play can do so.
Sports Equipment/Uniform
Could all players and coaches return any sporting equipment and/or uniforms to the front office immediately?
Sharon van Kempen – Sport Co-ordinator

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
In 2016 our Uniform Shop will be open on Tuesdays (not Wednesdays) and Friday mornings.
If you aren’t free those mornings, please feel free to pop in and grab an order form. It will be processed and left at the
Front Office for collection anytime during school office hours.

PARKING
Please see the attached parking information supplied by the Mitcham Council. Parking rangers regularly patrol our
streets and will fine offenders. We want our streets to be safe for all users.
SWIFT STREET ENTRY
Tuesdays and Friday mornings are industrial bin collection for the school, and the Valio rubbish truck needs the side
street to be free of cars both sides of the road to gain access. Please avoid parking in the street after 9.00am or risk
having your car damaged.
Our school staff car park off Maria Street is strictly for EPS staff, OSHC staff and disabled parking. Please understand
for safety reasons, under no circumstances the car park should be used for drop off unless it is for OSHC.

Please Check LOST PROPERTY for unclaimed clothing and hats

CANTEEN
1 hour per day 12.30 – 1.30
volunteers needed to cut up fruit
and serve at the counter.
Is this you?
Please contact Simone via the front
office or email:
simone.morrison196@schools.sa.edu.au
No children in the canteen are allowed
due to Health & Safety

A note from Simone - Pastoral Care
Welcome to 2016 and this my 3rd year here at Edwardstown Primary community as your Pastoral Care Worker. Just
a little about me I have lived in Adelaide for 17 years, married with 3 children; 2 of which are twins. There is a 13
month gap between my eldest who is a boy and my boy / girl twins, so I learnt how to juggle and adapt very quickly. I
am used to lots of noise, mess and kids just wanting to have fun. I am a lover of animals with a soft spot for Dogs, our
family pet is Dalmatian whom we rescued from the RSPCA he is our 3rd spotty dog.
I am a qualified Youth Worker and Pastoral Care worker with specialist focus on primary aged children, I have been a
project manager and business owner and I have a passion for Art/ Craft and Creativity, I can turn my hand to most
things and I am always willing to learn new skills to keep up to date.
My role covers a few key areas. Pastoral - I spend time in the yard, classrooms and activities building new and
maintaining existing relationships with the kids, I am there as an extra support , someone to talk to for anything big
or small or just to chat / share a story. Resource - I work alongside existing school programs and offer additional
sessions such as social skill programs and lunchtime activities. I also coordinate and support volunteers that assist in
our school Mentor Program. Referral - I am not a counsellor but within my role I come alongside students, teachers
and parents and am able to offer a listening ear, offer information and make appropriate in-school or external
referrals.
I am at school on a Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, if you would like to get in touch I can be emailed on
simone.morrison196@schools.sa.edu.au alternatively leave me a message at the front office.
Wishing you all a wonderful year! – Simone

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
ADRA cafe @ Maria St, Melrose Park
Invites you to
P.N.O (Parents Night Off)
$4 Buffet Dinner
4pm - 6.30pm
Please call Kari 0404 653 062 for bookings.
Interested in playing Hockey?,
Forestville Hockey Club located at the Goodwood Oval complex,
Fairfax St, Millswood is running Come and Try and skill
development for primary school children.
For children born in 2005 or later the sessions will run for 4
weeks (excluding March long weekend) commencing on Sunday
February 14th from 9am to 11am at the club. Bring your own
mouthguard (or buy one from us for $7) and shin pads (some for
sale at $10/$15 depending on size). Sticks can be borrowed
from the club. For children born before 2005 the sessions will
run for 4 weeks commencing on Wednesday Feb 17th from 6 to
8 pm at the CBC pitch, upstairs over Ifould St, Adelaide.
Mouthguards and shinpads required, someone will lend you a
stick if you don’t have one. For further information email
juniors@fhc.com.au or contact Julie Mills on 0402 250 511

DENTAL CARE
FREE for most school-aged children and ALL preschool
children at the School Dental Service. School Dental
Service clinics are open during the Christmas school
holiday break. Phone your local School Dental Service
clinic now for an appointment. For clinic details visit
www.sadental.sa.gov.au.
MILO GETIN 2 CRICKET FUN
Adelaide Cricket Club
Fridays at Glandore from Feb 12 Register online
www.playcricket.com.au
For ages 5-8 years
This year Alex Reardon (ex EPS student) is running
the program.

Local Parenting Course
Ever wondered how to manage an angry child or talk with that difficult teen, then this may be the answer?
The Effective Living Centre has run Positive Parenting Courses for a number of years, supported by the Unley City
Council.
.
The program is as follows:
Wednesday March 2
Talk so Kids will Listen and Listen so Kids will Talk – Donna Broadhurst
Wednesday March 16
Understanding your Child’s Temperament – Donna Broadhurst
Wednesday March 30
Managing Anger in Children – Donna Broadhurst
Wednesday April 6
Talk so Teens will Listen and Listen so Teens will Talk – Vina Hotich
All sessions run from 7.30 -9.30pm at 26 King William Rd Wayville. Cost $15 adult, $12 Conc, $10 ELC Friend, $ 24
Couple. Further information on the full year’s program and how to book at www.effectiveliving.org or by email
office@effectiveliving.org

